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Who is who
▪ Dimitris Tsekeris

▪ Climate Justice & Energy Campaigner (FoEE) / Coordinator of European 
Community Power Coalition

▪ Mechanical engineer / Sustainable energy 

▪ Get in touch for climate justice!
dimitris.tsekeris@foeeurope.org

        @TsekerisDim



The European Community Power Coalition

• Promotion of the development of citizen and 
community ownership.

• Diverse network of 50+ like-minded 
organisations across Europe

• Energy cooperatives, cities and local 
authorities, the renewable energy industry, 
legal experts & NGOs

• Website: 
https://communitypowercoalition.eu/ 

https://communitypowercoalition.eu/


What we do.. 

1. Advocacy work

2. Communication

3. Capacity Building



Activities



Community Energy Guidebook
 A handbook filled with practical tips and 
wisdom from projects all across Europe

 
▪ 160 pages

▪ 26 chapters 

▪ 22 inspiring 
success stories

▪ Over 80 links to 
additional 
resources

Community Energy Guidebook available now in 
more than 7 languages (English, Czech, French, 
Portuguese, Greek, Polish and Spanish) – More to 
come



RES & Energy Communities

Across Europe, 86% of people questioned said they would 
support new wind and solar projects near to where they 
live. They also expressed a strong interest in joining a local 
energy cooperative and supported government measures to 
accelerate the rollout of wind and solar power. 

This is in a nutshell what is revealed in a recent poll 
conducted in 10 European countries (United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Spain, Poland, Italy, Czech Republic, 
Greece, Romania and Bulgaria) to better understand the 
public support for wind and solar.



Challenges

Enabling 
framework

Access to 
financial 
capital

-
 Funding 
resources

Auctions, 
bureaucrac

y
-

Grid access

Political 
signals 

(beyond 
fossils, 

Taxonomy, 
Gas 

Package)

Resources, best practice and information sharing

How to ensure a just and accelerated transition?
Energy communities are part of the solution



https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publicatio
n/auctions-energy-communities-why-c
entral-energy-transition/ 

https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publication/auctions-energy-communities-why-central-energy-transition/
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publication/auctions-energy-communities-why-central-energy-transition/
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/publication/auctions-energy-communities-why-central-energy-transition/


Energy poverty

Alianza contra la pobreza energética

According to the Right2Energy Coalition: 
We have identified three essential ways to eradicate energy poverty 
in Europe:

1. Access to affordable, clean energy as a basic human right
2. Decent, energy-efficient and affordable housing for all
3. Energy democracy – Energy communities participation
Energy poverty derives from a series of policies and regulations that 
result in an unjust resource allocation and rising inequalities. 
It is related to multiple social factors. 

1 in 4 European households currently struggle to adequately light, 
heat or cool their homes and over 1 billion across the world do not 
have access to energy. No one should ever have to choose 
between eating, lighting or warming one’s home. 

Even before the energy crisis

https://righttoenergy.org/
https://righttoenergy.org/about-energy-poverty/
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-access-outlook-2017


Opportunities

Energy communities can significantly contribute to 

Speed up the energy transition through democratic participation

Tackle energy poverty – Access to clean, secure and affordable energy

Maximize local acceptance of RES

Support local growth through sustainable job creation – Wider benefit allocation 

Energy efficiency – Lowering the energy demand

Enhance and ensure solidarity and social justice

• Renovations of houses 
for its members and 
heat pump roll-out

• Solar roofs –
(Collective) 
self-consumption 
(energy sharing, 
net-metering & virtual 
net-metering) 

• Reducing energy bills



RePowerEU: What is it?

▪ Following the war outbreak in Ukraine, the EU moved ahead with a plan for joint European action for 
more affordable, secure and sustainable energy, named REPowerEU. 

▪ The plan seeks to make Europe independent from Russian gas before 2030 by further accelerating the 
energy transition and increasing the ambition of the Fit-for-55 package.

▪  Τhe Commission’s plan to increase the resilience of the EU-wide energy system is based on two pillars: 

1. Diversifying gas supplies, via higher Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and pipeline imports from 
non-Russian suppliers, and larger volumes of biomethane and renewable hydrogen production and 
imports; 

2. Faster reducing the use of fossil fuels in our homes, buildings, industry, and power system, by 
boosting energy efficiency, increasing renewables and electrification, and addressing infrastructure 
bottlenecks. 



How to put citizens and communities at the heart of 
the RePowerEU strategy 

RePowerEU strategy should recognize community energy as a key lever. Fostering renewable 
community energy is a realistic way of moving away from fossil fuels and accelerating the 
energy transition in a just, participatory and inclusive way, as well as to tackle real social issues 
such as energy poverty



Wrapping up (1/3)



Wrapping up (2/3)
Image: World Inequality Report 2022

NEW all-time weekly high for the atmospheric #CO2 level 
during the human era!  🏵🏵 📈 421.63 ppm in 22nd week of 
2022 📈 Up from 419.53 a year ago 📈 
@NOAA
 

 The world’s 10 richest men have doubled their fortunes since the global health 
emergency began, while the incomes of 99% of humanity are worse off as a result, 
according to Oxfam. More than 160 million people have also been pushed into 
poverty, the UK charity estimates.
Now Russia’s war in Ukraine is deepening the gloom. Beyond the battlefield, the 
conflict has upended commodity markets and global supply chains, driving up 
prices for energy and food.

https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621341/tb-inequality-kills-methodology-note-170122-en.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60610537
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60610537


Wrapping up (3/3)
▪ Multiple interlinked crises (e.g. climate crisis, inequalities, 

people fleeing, energy price crisis, financial crisis, inflation, 
shortage of food, human rights)

▪ Climate crisis is accelerating with devastating impacts 
especially to the most vulnerable ones

▪ Inequalities constantly rising

▪ Energy crisis and energy poverty as a real threat for 
middle-class and below – Esp. after the war in Ukraine

▪ It is time to unleash the immense potential of Community 
Energy so as to accelerate the energy transition through 
citizens and municipalities participation that results in: 

▪ Just and fair transition
▪ Increased local acceptance for Renewables
▪ Wider benefits allocation
▪ Solidarity that leads to system transformation 

▪ We must protect the most vulnerable ones

▪ We must step-up the political pressure of the wider energy 
democracy movement

Source: Knoxville Community-Wide Climate Action Plan

Climate & Social Justice



Wrap-up (2/2)
Wrap-up (Thank you!


